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Es ist k
Wir sind gestern

lch bin zu H

geworden.
nd ausgegangen,

sE oeblieben.

Tei 7,9 - l -

conversational past: intransitive ve bs

ln Kapitd Vlar you learned,abwt transitive verbs a n€cessary irgredlant in understanding and learning
will ramember that an intransitive verb is a verb thatabout direst objacts and the accusative case. Y

cannot cornmand a direct obiect, i.E., thare is no
now you have worked gxclusively with transitive

pulation by the subject of a person or thing. Until
all of which usa haben as a helping verb in thE

present perfect This wast a convenient way to working with this tense sincE English uses have as its
helpir€ verb, This was not always the case, , G yfl will sea.

sein as helping verb

ln German csrtain intransitivc verbs usa e form of sain instead of a form of haben to
but this is precisely what

A pfague b comc upon the enemies o{ lsrael.
A Chifd is born to us this day. (i.4., has been

a., has come)
)

Tho Lord is coma. (1.e., has, comel
Ttp Lord b rtspln from tha dead. (i.e., has

Nota also santsncslr ftom the Ar$urian and

Slre, I am refurrcd allvs and unscathed, (i.s.,
I am vvouded. li.a., have been wq.rndedl
The bandits arc kitled ll.e., hava been killedl
The KIng is gom to do battle with his foe. (i.e has gorn)

Arry native speaker of English undarstands these ilences immediately and recognizes them to be past
modarn €ars. Englistt used to employ the verb to betenses, 6ven tf they do sound a bit'strarge'to

as thc halplng wrb for the present perfect tense intransitive verbs that involve a change of condition
or a changc of pasiton German still us€s sin tor thesc condiUons.

Tha verb saln ls  used as e help ing
Intransitlvc vcrbs that denotc a changc
change of positlon w€ m6an movement ftom one to another, from point A to point B.)

form the present perfect tense. This may
English ussd to do, Note the following sentencss

change of condition

The following verbs are both intransitive and
as a helping verb In the present perfect. In
requirc sain as a helpirg varb the form isf wilf

werden (wirdl, lst geworden to become
geschehen (lel, lst geschahan to happen
passlcren, lst passisrt to happen
ain.sehlafen, lst eingeschlafen to fall
aufwachen, lst aufgewacht to wake up
sterben, lst gostorben to dic

em odd at first glance,
in the Bible:

rb to form tho prasent perfect tsnss
of condition or a change of position.

a changa of condition. They therefora require sein
with standard convantion, when listing verbs that
the past pafticiple.

lch bin gestern krank geworden.
Was ist denn heute geschehan?
Warum iS das passbrm
Peter ist um elf eingeschlafen.
lch bin um halb sechs aufgewacht
Mein Onkel ist gestern gestorben.
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frieron, lsUhat gefroren to freezE

Tha verb frlqqr, gefroran (to fraeza) deservas

When a $bstancc undorgoos a changc of when it freszes, tha helping verb sain ls used with
frlaran Examplc: Das Wassar. !S! gaftoran.
solld;

, when water frsczes lt changes from a llquid to a

When a substancc does not change conditlon it frgezes, thc anxillary verb haben ls employed with
In this cas€ thetemperattre went below fraezing, but

, a gag did not clangc its stata. lt remalrpd a gas.

change of position

ftieran Example Es hat gestarn nacht gafro
therc was not change of stalo or condition The

Thg,following ara the more common intransi
from one place to another. They require sain

Es hat gestern nacht gefroren.
Das Wassar ist gefroren.

separate comment

varbs that convey a change in Positlon, i.s., movament
the helpingverb in the present perfect tsnso.

Wr sind im Park spaderengogangon.
rn sind Slc hanto rnorgan aufgestanden?
um sind' die Klrdsr nicht mitgekomrnen?

laufen' (flu), lst gclaufon
kommcn, ist gekommcn
gehen; ist, gcgange*r
bummeln, lst gebummelt
wandern, lst gswandsrt
fahrsn (lil, lst gefahrcn
rslsen, lst gerelst
fliegsn, ist gaflogtn
segeln, lst gcsagclt

M*dctpn ist nach Hausa gelaufan.
schon nach Hause gekomnen?

ist er durch den Park gegangen?
sird durch Hamburg, gehtmmdl
Freurde sind durch dan Wald gewandert
uts'und Petra schon nach Franldtrt gefahren?
Vater ist naeh EuroPa gereist

bin letsten Monat nach Vancower gefiogen'
Sonntag sind wir gesegelt

spazleren.gehon, lst spazlercngegang€!
auf.stehen, lst eufgostandsn W
mit kommen, lst mitgskommon
weg.gehcn, lst usgg€gangsn

"usogehcn, 
lst eusgtgangan

schwlmmen, ist geschwommon

Notc: Whcn tha, verb fahran means fo
verb: lch bln nach Dltsrldart gafahran

dlc Jungen schon wcggogangen?
ist nicht an Hausc. Slc ist sclra ausgegang€n

bin heutc 500 Metsr geschwommsn.

it ls an,intransitlve vsrb and requires seln as its halping

When fahran msarg to driw,the vehicle
tansitrlc and requlrers habenz lch halr

bleiben

driven is ustrally mentloned explicitly.The verb fahran ls
mch Hause gafalvan

Thc verb bleibcn ls an Intransitlvs verb that sein as its helping verb. Slncg it does not convey a

changc In posidon or condiilon, its use of musil bc viewed as an excaPilon.

bleibcn, tst gebllsbsn Wr sind abond aJ Hausg geblleben
Warum ist so langc da geblleben?

in Augsburg gablleben.lch bin arel

2 6 2



^Ubungen:

A. Concept Check. Fill in the blanks with ths'

1 .

2.

3.

4.

5.

Averb that can govern a direct obiect is said to

ln the,conversational past all such verbs use

Averb,that cannot accommodata a direct obiect is

lf such a verb danotas a change of position or

verb in ttp corversational Past

The following verbs all uss sain when constructing

lndicata wtrether the verb denotes a change of

a werden -

b. gehen i. frieren -

c. wandern -

d. raisen k. aufstehen -

s. mitkommen -

f. ausgehen - m.

g. starben -
r" 6. The helping verb for bleiben in the

B. Practlcc. Fill In the blanks with the corr

1. PetEr - schon nach Hause gsgangan.

2. Wann -Sie gakommen?

3. Es - wirkllch kalt gaworden

4. lch - von Heidelberg nach Hamburg

5. Meine Ettem nach Amerika gereist

6. Tina und lch durch den Park spaziere

7. Warum wir so friih nach Hause gegangen?

8. Was denn Passiert?
g. lch - mit Renato ausgegangan.

10. Das Wasssr - schon gefroren.

C. Guidad Communication- Write sentenca

It was 28" Celsius today. Tell me it got prstty warm1 .

2. You don't soe my friends. Ask me if my friends

h. laubn _

i. fahrsn

l. weggehen -

-3

orrect information:

as tha helpit'lg verb.

vgrb.

of cordition, it uses

convsrsational past All are intransitive.

(write C) or position (write P):

n. komrnen -

o. bummeln -

P. geschehen -

q. schwimmen -

r. passier€n -

s. fliagen

form of

as directed.

afisrnoon.

263

gone away.
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4.

I wsnt to bed bdorc you camo honn. Say that cams horrc lats last nigtrt

Yott heard a loud noisg,on tlp next sff6€t Aslc a what happened 0\16r therc

5. You w€rsnt homc when I callad yesterday. Say

6. You itrstwalked'slit.eyed inta thc classroom. Tell

7. I dldnt sec your sister at homs, last nlght Say slra went out last wsningr

& | know that your family w:ur in the Blaclt ForEst m€ if we hik€d through the woodg
./

9. ThG party,wawsre atwas real$ borirg..l left early,

1 O. Yqrr parents have,ahrays admired the
we€kend.

Frec Communicatlon Writc answsrs to
your teachor.

you w6r* wlndow shopping witr Kethc.

teacher you got up latathls nrcmiftg;,

and-youstayd. Find out why I stayd therq so longr

in Cologne (Kiiln). Find out it they drwe thare lasfi.

hesc qusstions and hand thsm in' to

1 1 .

12.

I'm vbiEry you in tha,Alps on your vacaffon, and d likc.to s€e your parent* Say that yanr family wsnt
for a hikethroughthe rnountains arud around Iakg"

I fust carp In thc roorn ard you and your frlend
that nothlng happsned.

guil$'looks on yqrr facss. I'm suspicious Say

I put somewatar in the ice cubs tay an hour Askme if thewater hasfrozsn

You jnst cafnc out of the watsr exhauste& Say you siwam a }rtrndred meters,

lwaetoldyan ldwork early lasil Friday, Find ] gpt sick

I expeeted to s€c,yorr at thc park today; as Say thatyou staycd home today.

was teaving for Europe thls rnonfi; Tall mc that hEI was urd* thc lmpression that Professor
flew to Europc last month

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

D .

1 .
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

We war dasWetbr gesilern? Was isil passierf? a geftoren?
Wo warsn Sle gestern abend? Was isil
Wann slnd Sic g€stsrn abend eingeschlafen? sird Siq hzutE rprgen aufgewacht?Wann sind
SIc aufgestanden? Wann sird Sle arr Uni
Wsr ist nsullch gestorben? Was war diest von Beruff Wle alt war dlesc Psrson?
Wohin Slnd Sic gcreist? Beschreiban Sie dia
Wohin sind Sle neullch gaflogen? Warum?

? Was haben Sie gemacht?

Sind Sic lgtztes Wochenanda ausgegangsn zu Haus6 geblieben? Was ist geschehen?
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wohnen, gswohnt
stehen, gsstandsn
sitzen, gasessan
wartsn, gewartat
dauern, godauert
arbeitan, gearbeitet
schlafen, geschlafen
ragnon, geregnet
schneian, geschneit
hageln, gehagelt
donnern, gedonnert
blitzen, geblitzt
friaren, gefroran

Uuungen:

B.

1 .

2.

3.

4.

blitzen

hagaln

rogn€n

arbeiten

5. warten

6. stehen

I

I

)

)

I

I

)

)

;

I

l i tzt und qers hat gedonnert, ge

- F

intransitive Yerbs: no change of

haben

Intransitive verbs that do not involve a change of
helping verb in the present perfect tsns€.

lch wohne jetzt in
Sie hat die ganze
Die Studenten

Tei l , 1 0

lch haba schon hier gewartet
Die Sendung hat ei Stunde gedauert.

an Hause gearbeitat.Er hat gestern
lch habe nicht gut
Es hat die garue geregnet.
Es hat leEten Wintsr
Es hat zehn Minuten

niclrt geschneit
gehagelt

Es hat gestern ganz laut gedonnert
Es hat heute abend ganz hell geblitzt
Es hat gestern gefroren.

ition or position

or change of condition raquire haben as the

, aber ich habe in Aurich gewohnt.
hier gestanden.
dib ganzE Zait gssessen.

A. Concapt Check. Fill in the blanks with

1. lntransitlw verbs that involve a change of

ths conversational past.

lntransitive verbs that do not involvc a change

helping verb in tha converstional past

condition or position usa

Practlca. Supply the past participles thc following vorbs:

nnern

ien

hlafen

dauern

sitzten

wohnen

corrsct lnformation:

or position us€ as ths helping verb in

as the

7.

8.

9.

10.

t 1 .

12.



c.

1 .

Guidad Communicatlon. Write ssnt

Youftrst moved into my neighborhood. Say

We had a bad storm last nlgffi, Say that there

Say $at it tfundered very loudly and hailed

I was supposed to meet you at the station

Tell ms you waited for twerrty miruteg

l went to a meefing that you could not attand.
rne if shc talked a lot ard find out what she.

4.

5.

7.

8.

Klara really looke anrfr.rlthis rnomingr. Ask her
night

10.

I arn a s;tudent at the university in Graa you
lot last wintsr In OHo and ask me if it srprvs a

We allwork af a,fastfood resilaurant, Ask us if
becausc you ry€rc sick

I wantd,ta go to thc movies with you but

1 1 . I have jusil bumped into you on the sfiegt in

D. Answer thgse questions and hand thc

1. Wo wohnon Sia Jetzf? We large wohnen Sia
2. Wann hatten Sls das Lfrte Mal Fsrlen? We
3. Haben Sle gstem gearbeitet? Was habsn Slc
4. Haben Slc gestern nacht gut geschlafen? Wle
5. Hat es gestem geregnet?

Co nt lnue:

- (r-

as dirscted:

yur lfued in Franklirrt for many yeanil

a lot of llghHr$ if l saw i[

momiqg. Asfr np if I heard it

that you stood thsre lor awhilo, but then yor left

me where I sat Ask me if I saw Mre Springer. Ask

she dept well last niglrt Find out when sfre got in last

an Arprican exchange sfildenl
in Ausfia-

Say that it snowed a

uprked last Saturday.Tell us yotr stayed homc

Find out how tlp film was and how lorg it lasted.

York. Tell me you flew to New York yesterday,

rs in to your tsacher:

dorf? Wo haben Sie gewohnt?
haben die Fsrien gedauert?

und wle langa haben Sie gearbeitst?
haben Slc geschlafen?
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Lesesttick: Ein Brief v

A tasssfrickis a reading pe,gsag€. The following reading
;Jit;nsists of a lettei from a sildent to his former Get

comprehend it rather quicklY.

The purpose of a Lesestiick is to gfve_you practice in

aitr"rl irbm the goals connacted with Dialoge and Gss

*in o" primarily for aural and oral practice and familia
;&;t bt content and practice in narrating-"orally or in
r"rr" 

"OUitionally 
as a springboard to erstairrd

whon readlng for comprehension, your -task ie t
*n"n vou read-the newspap€r. You.read guickly for
i""ainb. Sometimsl you skim an article and make
worO ir go back to reread sactions, and sometlmes you

"n"nfer 
lou to skim an article is complate mastery 9f t!?

in" topi" of the reading: lf either is lacking or shaky'
iinguiitic or €xpori snti al .defi clency is considerabls,
ffid"t; and what you think you comprahand yay be
[ont"tn"O in tho passago. That iq, your comprehension

You slrculd not expectto be able to'sail thrrugh'.a rsad
is fimiliar to you, the level of grammatical sophistica
i"ngu"g" at tuat ffrnc, ard the topic under consideratlon
*ifiOsitwith famillar topics, but somo will contaln new

'^'"*lOtonrs. This is Intentional. lt is important that yott
,n s, espcialv wtren a dictionary is not availablc. As
nun"tr""'aboui how ths text will contlnuc to unfold

In thesa reading passages the vocabulary range will bc g

U" n"w words lnO expiessions to deal with. When you

urderstood, try to guess its meaning from the context
ip"riing of thc worO t9 sae if a famillar worO iL11{1
;i n; iubvocalize when wc read- to sac if thc w
;distion"ry thimbing' is a habit you s5anld, ideally' not
comprehJnsiorrbased text will mt bo found in tho

Therc will also probably be somc now grammatical
constructions that will bs sncountered in ths naxt c
pr,r'as"s or ldlomatic expressions look, fust makg educ
havs littlc or no difficr'rlty doirg that

lf, despitc your best efforts, you still cant figure son
.orptineniion is, aftar all, not ahvly! realistic, evan in
readirgs is to'stretch'your linguistic knowledge a bit
story o:vsr again a sscond or third timg. Your comprc

sgnst.

reading.

Lesen Slc Jetzt bltte:

I

I

l

_+*
Chris Burrow

the first Lasasliick encountEred In this book'
teachsr. lt 

'ts quite simple, and you shottld

ng for ganeral, comprahension. This gpal
tJr. The Dlatoga you havc been worklng

comprehansion of the passagc may be only
ite diffsrent from tha obiectivdrgal mssago

be faulty.

and the Gaschichfan you read are for
or sustaining speech. The Ga*hlchtan

speech.

read for main ideas. This is what you do

sl-ow down and raad more carefully. lf your

gist of the paragraphs in tha article you are
ns as you go along, sornetimes yotr.read:Y.ory
do all il tfres things within a readlng. Wha!
language ard knowfedge of or experiencc with

passag€ in German unless virUally everyword'is 
commensurats with your axposurc to thc

a familiar ono. Most of thc readings In thls book
grammar, now vocabularY, and

to makc intelllgentguessss and predictions at
if yorr guesses arc rigtil 

"ttd 
y.*o ryeOrc{tc

oi iarlet; iour reading will contlnuc to maka

than what you can produce, and there will
enct a new word that is not lmmsdiately

ybu have understooq to that point. Look at thl
withln rt and 'listsn'to your mind's ear-most
lounds' llkc onc you already know. Slnca

rnany of the naw words yotf cllcollnter in a
ngtt"tt vocahrlary in the back of t}u book

in thc raadings' Thsso will uglally be
or two. Dont worry too much about how
guess"s at their meaning. Generally, you'll

out, keep going. Ons hundrad percent
's 6wn native language. The Purposo of tlpse

what yol havC been exposed to. Flead the
of thi story will usually grow with each r+

267



UEber. Professor Burkhardtl

Wlr slnd vsrgangenen Freitag gut in MUnche
ab€r dic l*tcWochc war so qjfegand"; daB leh
Huhc fiir Brlsf5chreibcn hatta Mei-nc Gisteltern
nett und habe* mir, schonviel gezeigtt.. Vorlges'
wir In dlc Borgc gefahrcn,, An nreinem avsftin,T
sind wir schon gewandertl

lch habc nattlrthh dlc ersten paar,Tagc nleht
weil leh ein biBchc* unsiclu war; Horr uriC frau
inunge 'Aeh, Slc haban so grft D€utsch gelernq:
wirkllch mehr angehiirt ats selUst gssagL

Letrb Woehc haben wir'ansammsn dle
geqehcn lch habc mit einlgen Leutc iiber Ssmi
und vielc ggtc Tips,bekommen NlchstcWochc
Wntersamcstar bcginnt am & Nqrembar.

Msinc Eltsrn haben mir mahr,warrp Kleider gr
habctotalcm schon vialc Dingc gekaufG \frr
c'lsil schon zlemlich kalt gwolaerr

Al,so; Hsru Burkharft lch glaubc, ich habc ganug
gesclrlebcn Hoffun{lch hiirc ich bald voi ttrnjr

Viefs GrfiBc,
lhr Chrig

Itl lmportant that you get somc kind of
ways ta dcmonsilratc comprchenCor", you can
arutwaF. multl plc.cholcc or tru+falsc questlons;
sontences fiom tlu storg yorJ can act or.rt thc s
of cxcrciscs, that chcck your processlng skiils_
can then svaluatc your respons€s and provi
procedurcs leavc something-sohetlmsi e lo
dernonstratc comprahansion. Some people are ve
appear childlsh or embarrassing. In sodre casos
question and miss it, sven. though you dld I
strategies arc ass€ntially remedial in naftre and
in comprehenslon:

Therc arc othar ways to veriff you understanding

lf someonc asked you about a book or artlcle
person about it in your own words, hittirqg the r
the rnost naturaf wayfor most of us to veiify or
writing. Generally speaking, when you read sc
they were prasented in the taxt, much as yor do
content is not thc goal of the Lasestiicke, you
as in tho cass of a morg carafully controlfad G
It's to be expected.

Dont be overly concsrned about that, however.

Ein Brief Chris Burrow -  8 -
MU 2. OHobar

angelomm€n,
Zgiturni 'heRlsclr

nd unglaubllch
sind

In Deutschland

vlel gesprochcn,
5a$8D,

absr ieh habc

in Mlinchen
uslv:o gesprochen ound so $nEiter; -96;

emstt' Das

ab* lch
noch Hcrbs[ aber

hsutc

on how much you comprehended; and therc aru many
aw picturas of what you think you understood; you can
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u can chronologically rsarrangc randomly prisentad
throrgh skits or garn€$ or you tan go throirdh a series

you will not comprahend a multiple choice ortrue-fafse
nprehend the sforyl Lastly, information procasslng

ur lnstnrctoror another p€rson skilled In thi'hnguagr
fesdback. Sometimes, howeve[ thesc veritckioin

be desira*, No! gveryone can draw well enough to
uncornfodable with skits or games that are artificiat or

usefuf wtaft it becomes clear there ars seriousr gaps

r rsad or a film you saw, you would probably tell tha
points and embellishing som€ of them in detail. This is

te comprehension, and it can be dons orally or in
challange yourself to recall ths main points as

ttv Nacfnrzdhlung of a Geschichte. Since mastery of
rt normally faet as confident about what you have raad

f . i

{, ,i

f r

{ ,

t ,



Ubung:

Write a briaf synopsis of this letter in English (not e
thrust of this lstter. Fivs to sav€n sentences should
abqrt what Chris Burrow had written to his old
the same thing in German with simple ssntencasl
your English one, however. Hand these two synopses

Schreibsn Sis bitts
Schreiben Sic jetzt

eins kurzc Nach
eine kurzs l.laeharzih

Chris Burrovys' lettar also appears in ttp textbook for

1 .
2.

269

q  1 -

llonllt) in yo,rr own words that conveys the
Assume that you wsre telling somoone else

teacher. After youVe done that sei if you can't do
suro you'ro German version is not a translation of

in to your teachar.

ung auf onglischl (5-7 Siitzsl
auf deutschl {5-7 Siitzel

in class,


